Contracts in radiology practices: breaches and remedies.
Contracts between radiology groups and their physician members are often ambiguous. Key clauses may not be precise as to the intent of the contracting parties. For example, the requirements for a group member to achieve shareholder status may be discussed but not reduced to a written form. Other contract provisions, such as termination or noncompete clauses, may be subject to different interpretations. The ambiguities of these provisions often generate disparate expectations regarding the parties' obligations to one another. When this occurs, the results may vary from disappointment to litigation. This paper discusses the causes and consequences of common breaches of radiology contracts. The types of remedies that may be available to the parties of the contract are also enumerated, and case law is cited to illustrate the challenges that radiology groups and their members may encounter. Finally, alternative forms of dispute resolution are discussed.